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TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY, etal., IN THE DISTRICT COURT
Plaintiffs
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and

STATE OF TEXAS,

Intervenor/Defendant 201t JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DEFENDANT TRAVIS COUNTY CLERK,
DANA DEBEAUVOIR’S ORIGINAL ANSWER

COMES NOW, Defendant Travis County Clerk, Dana DeBeauvoir ("Clerk DeBeauvoir" or
“Defendant”) and files her Original Answer, as follows:

ORIGINAL ANSWER

A. GENERAL DENIAL
In accordance with Rule 92 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Clerk DeBeauvoir
generally denies each and every allegation set forth in (1) Plaintiffs, Texas Democratic Party, et al.’s

Original Petition and Application for Temporary Injunction, Permanent Injunction and Declaratory



Judgment; (2) the State of Texas’ Plea in Intervention; and (3) the Plea in Intervention filed by
Zachary Price, et al., and demands strict proof thereof.

B. SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY

Clerk DeBeauvoir asserts that Plaintiffs’ claims for recovery of attorneys’ fees or other
monetary relief are affirmatively barred by the doctrine of sovereign immunity insofar as the Texas
Tort Claims Act excludes recovery for those acts that are the product of discretionary powers and
insomuch as a suit against a public official in her official capacity is a suit against the governmental
entity. Travis County is a political subdivision of the State of Texas and enjoys sovereign immunity,
both from suit and from liability, except insofar as the Texas Legislature has provided a limited waiver
of its sovereign immunity by way of the Texas Tort Claims Act. Defendant hereby affirmatively
pleads and asserts her claim to and defense of sovereign immunity and the exemptions, exceptions
and limitations of the Texas Tort Claims Act.

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Defendant Travis County Clerk, Dana
DeBeauvoir prays that Plaintiffs take nothing by reason of this suit and that Defendant recover her
expenses, with all costs of court, and any other and further relief to which she may show herself justly
entitled.
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By:

Respectfully submitted,

DAVID A. ESCAMILLA
County Attorney, Travis County
P.O.Box 1748

Austin, Texas 78767
Telephone:  (512) 854-9513
Facsimile: (512) 854-9316

/s/ Cynthia W. Veidt

SHERINE E. THOMAS

State Bar No. 00794734
sherine.thomas@traviscountytx.gov
LESLIE W. DIPPEL

State Bar No. 00796472
leslie.dippel @traviscountytx.gov
SHARON M. TALLEY

State Bar No. 19627575
sharon.talley@traviscountytx.gov
CYNTHIAW. VEIDT

State Bar No. 24028092
cynthia.veidt@traviscountytx.gov
ANDREW W. WILLIAMS

State Bar No. 24068345
drew.williams@traviscountytx.gov

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT
TRAVIS COUNTY CLERK,
DANA DEBEAUVOIR
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Defendant Travis County
Clerk, Dana DeBeauvoir’s Original Answer was served in accordance with the Texas Rules of
Civil Procedure by electronic service and/or electronic mail on all parties and attorneys of record in

this proceeding on this 13" day of April, 2020, including:

Anne Marie Mackin Chad W. Dunn
anna.mackin@oag.texas.gov chad@brazilanddunn.com
Michael R. Abrams K. Scott Brazil
michael.abrams@oag.texas.gov scott@brazilanddunn.com
Assistant Attorneys General Brazil & Dunn, LLP
PO Box 12548, Capitol Station 4407 Bee Caves Road, Suite 111
Austin, Texas 78711-2548 Austin, Texas 78746
Attorneys for Intervenor/Defendant, Attorneys for Plaintiffs,
State of Texas Texas Democratic Party, et al.
Dicky Grigg Martin Golando
dicky@grigg-law.com martin.golando@gmail.com
Law Office of Dicky Grigg, P.C. The Law Office of Martin Golando, PLLC
4407 Bee Caves Road, Suite 111 N. Saint Mary’s, Ste. 700
Austin, Texas 78746 San Antonio, Texas 78205
Attorneys for Plaintiffs, Attorneys for Plaintiffs,
Texas Democratic Party, et al. Texas Democratic Party, et al.
Joaquin Gonzalez Edgar Saldivar
Joaquin@texascivilrightsproject.org Thomas Buser-Clancy
Mimi Marziani Andre Segura
mimi@texascivilrightsproject.org ACLU FOUNDATION OF TEXAS, INC.
Rebecca Harrison Stevens P.O. Box 8306
beth@texascivilrightsproject.org Houston, TX 77288
TEXAS CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT esaldivar@aclutx.org
1405 Montopolis Drive tbuser-clancy@aclutx.org
Austin, Texas 78741 asegura@aclutx.org
Attorneys for Intervenors, Attorneys for Intervenors,
Zachary Price, et al. Zachary Price, et al.
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Sophia Lin Lakin

Dale E. Ho

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor

New York, NY 10004

slakin@aclu.org

dho@aclu.org

Attorneys for Intervenors,

Zachary Price, et al.

Sherine E. Thomas

Leslie W. Dippel

Cynthia W. Veidt

Andrew Williams
Assistant County Attorneys
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