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Unopposed First Motion for Extension of Time 
to File Appellant’s Brief 

In accordance with Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 27 and Fifth Circuit 

Rule 31.4, Defendant-Appellant Ruth R. Hughs, in her official capacity as Texas Sec-

retary of State, files this motion for a 30-day extension of time to file her Appellant’s 

Brief, to and including December 10, 2020. This is Appellant’s first request for an 

extension of time. In support thereof, Appellant respectfully shows the Court as fol-

lows: 

1. Appellant’s Brief is currently due on November 10, 2020. Appellant seeks 

a 30-day extension of time, to and including December 10, 2020, in which to file her 

Appellant’s Brief. This is Appellant’s first request for an extension of time.  

2. Counsel for Appellant has conferred with counsel for Appellees, who indi-

cated that they do not oppose this motion. 

3. This extension is necessary because Appellant’s lead counsel in this pro-

ceeding is also serving as trial or appellate counsel in multiple cases with deadlines 

falling around the same time as the Appellant’s Brief in this case. Specifically, coun-

sel for Appellant was and is responsible for the following: 

(A) Drafting the Appellant’s Brief in Texas Democratic Party v. Hughs, No. 20-

50667 (5th Cir.), filed in this Court on October 26, 2020; 

(B) Drafting the opposition to Plaintiffs’ application to vacate this Court’s stay 

of the permanent injunction in Valentine v. Collier, No. 20A70, filed in the United 

States Supreme Court on November 2, 2020; 



 

 

(C) Drafting the Appellants’ Brief in Veasey v. Abbott, No. 20-40428 (5th Cir.), 

to be filed in this court on November 9, 2020; 

(D) Drafting the Appellants’ Brief in Valentine v. Collier, No. 20-20525 (5th 

Cir.), to be filed in this Court on November 13, 2020, under an expedited briefing 

schedule; 

(E) Drafting the Appellant’s Brief in Texas Democratic Party v. Hughs, No. 20-

50683 (5th Cir.), to be filed in this Court on November 16, 2020; 

(F) Drafting the Appellants’ Reply Brief in Valentine v. Collier, No. 20-20525 

(5th Cir.), to be filed in this Court on November 18, 2020, under an expedited brief-

ing schedule. 

Counsel has also been staffed in a supporting role in numerous other matters in 

the Office of the Solicitor General. 

4. The requested extension of time is necessary to provide counsel with ade-

quate time to review the record and provide the Court with a thorough Appellant’s 

Brief. 

5. The extension is sought in the interest of justice, not for delay, and no party 

will be prejudiced if the extension is granted. 

  



 

 

Conclusion 

For the foregoing reasons, Appellant respectfully requests that the Court grant 

her unopposed motion for a 30-day extension of time to file her Appellant’s Brief, 

from November 10, 2020, to and including December 10, 2020. 
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Certificate of Conference 

On November 6, 2020, counsel conferred with counsel for Appellees, who indi-

cated that they do not oppose this motion. 
 

/s/ Matthew H. Frederick               
Matthew H. Frederick 
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I certify that this document complies with Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure 

32(g)(1) and 27(d)(2)(A) because it contains 453 words and was prepared in Mi-

crosoft Word using 14-point Equity typeface. 
 

/s/ Matthew H. Frederick               
Matthew H. Frederick 
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On November 6, 2020, this brief was served via CM/ECF on all registered coun-

sel and transmitted to the Clerk of the Court. Counsel further certifies that: (1) any 

required privacy redactions have been made in compliance with Fifth Circuit Rule 

25.2.13; (2) the electronic submission is an exact copy of the paper document in com-

pliance with Fifth Circuit Rule 25.2.1; and (3) the document has been scanned with 

the most recent version of Symantec Endpoint Protection and is free of viruses. 
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